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Introduction

he Upwood & Raveley Local History Group grew out of the ‘People of Upwood & Raveley’ social

history course held at the local village school and organised by the University of Cambridge, Board of
Continuing Education in 1997. This group of villagers soon realised that, between them, they had access to a
wealth of local history which should be preserved for both this and future generations.

This book is a joint effort by members of the Local History Group, using the research skills developed
during the social history course and augmented by local knowledge and personal memories of villagers. It
spans the period 1850, through Victorian and Edwardian times up to the end of the Second World War. The title
‘One Hundred Years of Village Life’ is aptly chosen as the stories told reflect life in Upwood and Raveley from
different viewpoints.

Upwood and Great Raveley, although two individual villages separated only by a few acres of farmland,
were joined together ecclesiastically in medieval times, sharing the parish church dedicated to St. Peter in
Upwood. Both villages have a long and interesting history going back to pre-Norman times and both have been
primarily concerned with farming and agricultural work.

Historical records for both villages are held locally at the Huntingdon County Record Office and Huntingdon
Library. Members of the Group visited both sources for information about the history of the area, some even
travelled to the Public Record Office at Kew, Surrey to check facts. Others have collected stories and photo-
graphs from local people. Some of the stories led to further research and many family links were discovered
during the making of this book. Everyone involved in the making of the book has become more aware of the
history of their village, the people who lived there and the importance of recording not just the major events,
but also the minutiae of village life before it is forgotten.

This book is not just a collection of period photographs but also a taste of village life as remembered by
villagers themselves intermingled with historic facts gleaned from local archives. It is, to quote one member of
the group, ‘A book for all lovers of village history’.
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