
 

 

Who’s who in the Villages  Contact  Telephone 
 
Parish Council inc. Allotments   Jane Haggar 711129 

District Councillor    Terry Bell  813799 

County Councillor    Victor Lucas 822812 

Horticultural Society    Ian Gaunt  710702 

History Group    Ian Gaunt  710702 

55+     Chris Bruce 812327 

Cricket Club    Neil Tuffin 812924 

St. Peter’s Church    Gordon Slinn 815951 

Home to Home    Josie Gaunt 710702 

Upwood School PTA    Jane Day  710362 

Upwood School Playgroup   Angie Dean 830373 

Upwood’s Out (after school club) Debbie Ayres 711118 

Embroidery Group    Jane Slinn  815951 

Brownies     Louise Jackson 814844 

Toddler’s Group    Catherine Tuffin 812924 

Meet and Munch    Mags Dudley 812424 

Upwood Youth Club    Denice Smith 711735 

Art Group     Frances Ashfield 711411 

Cross Keys Golf Society   Malcolm Hudson 711221 

Upwood Pantomime Society   Doug Mcleod 814114 

Community Bus Co-ordinator   Ivan Youds 814645 

Village Hall Hire    Bob Child  815475 

Village Fete Committee   Frances Ashfield 711411 

Upwood Business Association   Deana Hudson 711221 

Sunday Club    Ann-Marie Cracknell 812195 

Table Tennis Club    David Williams 812923 

Ramsey Bridge Club    B & A Quinton 813349 

Ramsey Choral Society   June Green 813562 

Upwood Quilters    Deana Hudson 711221 

Upwood and the Raveleys Community Archive Trevor Brown 711541 

W.E.A     Liz Carter  813008 

St. Peter’s Handbells    Margaret Jones 814031 

Speed Watch    Keith Sisman 711221 

Ramsey Rural Museum   Michael Latchem 01354 694241 

 

Note:  Deadline for the  October issue is the 19th September.  
 

The Editor is very diligent but regrets that he cannot accept responsibility for any inaccuracies or 

omissions. 

 

Editor:  David Paine 17 Meadow Road,  Upwood Tel: 814350 

                              e-mail:  david.paine176@btinternet.com 

Deputy Editor:  Deana Hudson   Tel: 711221 
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Editorial 

Huntingdonshire District Council’s “consultation to put a 

gypsy and travellers site in the village has brought out the 

fighting spirit of residents. The emergence of people 

determined to spend a lot of their time and money and 

resources in opposing the placement of any gypsy and 

travellers site  anywhere near our parish is truly amazing. 

More than that, the example set by the Preserving Upwood 

group became the model for other villages to follow.  

Unfortunately the neighbouring parishes of Bury and Ramsey 

did not feel that they too should join forces in opposition. 

By now all the letters of objection, all the postings on 

websites, all the public meetings is over. The District Council 

knows our views and hopefully it will abandon any such 

plans for the long term future. 
Welcome 
We welcome new residents to the village. They recently moved into “The Little 

Problem” on Meadow Road. 
 

Free Crab apples 

Crab apples make wonderful jelly - if you would like free crab apples when they are 

ripe call Kate on 814350 and she will notify you when you can come and pick your 

own. 

UPWOOD & THE RAVELEYS VILLAGE FETE 
 

APPLICATION FOR FUNDING 2010 
 



 

 

The purpose of the Fete is to raise funds 

 for 

 Upwood St. Peter’s Church, The Village Hall 

 and other parish Organisations/Societies.    
 

If your Organisation/Society wishes to apply for funding for a specific 

project or item please apply in writing  

by   

20
th

 August 2010 

to  

Deana Hudson Treasurer 

The Upwood & Raveleys Village Fete  

The Old Post Office, 71-73 High Street, 

Upwood, Huntingdon, Cambs PE26 2QE. 
 

The Fete AGM will be held on Monday 6th September 2010 

in Upwood Village Hall at 8.15 pm  

when all successful awards will be announced. 
 

Do come and join us at the meeting for a cup of tea/coffee  

and to hear just what we have been doing during the year. 

 

Ramsey Foundation Squash Courts 
There are squash courts on the north side of Abbey College which are open to 

the public after school and at weekends. If you are interested in playing either 

Squash or Racquet Ball or if your child would like to join a club please 

telephone Sharon Radford on 01487 812352 or e-mail sharon.radford@the 

ramseyfoundation.org.uk  The courts are run by the Ramsey Foundation 

which is a charitable trust whose main purpose is to advance the education of 

young people. 

Upwood and Raveleys 

History Group. 
The History Group meets every two months on the third Wednesday of the month at 

7.45 pm in the Upwood Village Hall.  In addition, visits to local places of interest are 

arranged.  There are a number of copies of a book entitled “Village Memories” 

available at a cost of £3.  This was compiled by members of the group based on 

memories of the twentieth century from older members of the community.   The 

group welcomes new members and visitors.  For information please contact Ian Gaunt 

(01487 710702; ian.gaunt@care4free.net). 
 

ABBEY COLLEGE 

We will be running the following classes in the Ramsey area from 

September 2010: 

Ballroom Dancing * Salsa * Yoga * Pilates * Pottery * Chinese * ESOL 

* 

Furniture Restoration/Woodcraft * Meditation * Healthy Cookery * 

DIY * 

Indian Cookery * Family Cookery * Adult Tap Dancing * First Aid * 

Spanish (Beginners & Beginner’s Plus) * Computing Made Easy * 

Computing Improvers * Taking control of your Digital Camera * 

Family History * Dance Yourself Fit * Baby Massage * Chinese * 

An Introduction to Archaeology on the British Isles * Stained Glass * 
 

We also offer FREE Skills for Life Courses in the following subjects: 

* ICT * Literacy * Numeracy * Family Cookery * 

For more information or to enrol, contact the Adult 

Community Learning office 

on 01487 811338 / 811313 or email: 

acl@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk 

Enrolment forms can be downloaded via our website: 

http://abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/adult_community_learning.htm 

There is also a link to ParentPay, where you can make on-line payments 

Opening times: Monday to Thursday 10am — 2pm (term time) 
Payments are not cashed until the course is confirmed 

 
Join us for Ramsey Arts Festival’s film night in Upwood Village Hall 
 

Morris:A Life with Bells on (12a)Morris:A Life with Bells on (12a)Morris:A Life with Bells on (12a)Morris:A Life with Bells on (12a)    

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 25
th 

Doors open 7PM 

The cult, tongue in cheek comedy celebrating life, eccentricity and 

what it means to be English. Beer, cider & pasties on sale   
*************** 

“CLASSICAL CONNECTIONS“ 
Friday October 1st 7.30pm at the Ramsey Community Centre 

http://uk.mc860.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=acl@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:sharon.Radford@the


 

 

 

Ramsey Arts Festival‘s coming event: A talk on ROBERT SCHUMANN with 

musical illustrations presented by lecturer for University of the Third Age, Donald 

Ellman. 

TICKETS FOR BOTH THE ABOVE EVENTS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM 

“SCHOOL PLUS” 24c GREAT WHYTE RAMSEY, BY TELEPHONING 

710225 OR 813848 - OR AT THE DOOR IF ANY ARE LEFT. 

************* 

Peterborough Opera present “Music from the Movies” 
 

Saturday September 11
th

 at 7:30 pm in Upwood Village Hall 
 

There will be a bar and light bites will be served at interval. 

 

The concert will feature soloists from Peterborough Opera presenting a  mixed 

programme of classical music featured in movies. There will also be arias and 

ensembles from Donizetti’s Elisir D’Amore, their next production, to be performed at 

the end of October in Peterborough’s Key Theatre.Tickets are £10 per head, available 

on the door , or can be pre-ordered by contacting Martin Muir on 01487 711455. 
 

Cross Keys specials 
Friday 27

th
 August Greek Meze Evening 

Friday 24
th

 September School Dinners (prize for the best uniform) 

Friday 22
nd

 October Winter Warmer Evening (incl. steak & kidney pud) 

Friday 19
th

 November French Night 

All our special evenings are £12.50 for two courses & coffee. All dishes are 

home made and wonderful. Kevin cooks mains and Jane cooks desserts. So 

come along for an evening of great flavour. 
 

Upwood 55 Plus Group 
outing to 

Harlaxton Manor 

House & Gardens 

also 

Downtown Outlet Centre  

Grantham, Lincs 

  Tuesday 10th August 
 

Leave Upwood 10.00 am - Home approx 6.00 pm 
Non-Members £20 

 

(includes House Tour, Light Refreshment,  

Coach & Driver’s Tip ) 
 

Contact: 
 Mrs M Carrington          -   01487 812925     

                Mrs C Bruce                -   01487 812327 
 

PARISH COUNCILLORS - Names and Telephone numbers 
Colin Racey...……..812380       David Paine….. 814350      

Terry Bell….....…    813799   Andrew Perkins…...812826                   

Keith Sisman...... .710552    Nigel Gowler..…….812742 

Jo Paxton........…  812138                 David Oldale  ex directory        

Terry Bell….... ..813799   David McCreadie….812831                

The Clerk to the Council is Jane Haggar, Tel: 711129 

 

Cross Keys Golf Society 
Please note that the Society’s next date for 2010 is as follows:- 

Friday 17
th
 September to be held at Lakeside Lodge, Pidley 

If you would like any further information please contact Malcolm Hudson  on 

711221 

 

Upwood St Peter Church Services 
1st Aug.          Morning Prayer  9.30am    

8th Aug.          Holy Communion 9.30am 

15th Aug.          Morning Prayer  9.30am   
22nd Aug.          Holy Communion by extension 9.30am 

29th  Aug.          Morning Prayer  9.30am    

5th Sept.  Holy Communion 9.30am 

12th Sept. 9.30am  Harvest Song & Praise Festival in Upwood 

19th Sept. Service at Ramsey St Mary  10am with Bishop David 

26th Sept. Holy Communion 9.30am 
 

St Peter’s Church Patronal Festival  
On the 4th July, Upwood St Peter’s had a Song & Praise Service to celebrate St 

Peter. The church was well decorated and vibrant with music.  

Many came and we were lucky enough to enjoy a warm summer evening. 



 

 

Later on, people stayed chatting and the cakes were quite a treat. 

Thank you to all who were involved with helping in any way for that 

wonderful evening. 
 

Repairs to the Church 
We are going to have some repairs done above our main entrance door, on 

the north wall and will have to use the south door for few weeks. The work 

will start probably towards the end of August. We will put a sign to guide your 

entrance. 
 

Harvest Song & Praise Festival :  

Sunday 12
th

 September 11am Upwood St Peter’s Church 

Followed by Harvest Lunch @ Village Hall 12am 
Cold meats, salads, jacket potatoes and desserts Bring you own drink     

Tickets - £5 adult   £3 children under 12             All profits go to the 
church 

Organiser: Anne-Marie  01487812195/annemarie.upwood@virgin.net 

Meet & Munch  
Afternoon tea will be served to Meet and Munch members between 3.00 and 4.30 pm on the 

following dates: 7th August and 4th September. We are a very friendly group, so if you are over 

55 and a resident of the parish, why not come along and join us. 

 Please contact Mags Dudley 812424 or Jean Place 813742 for information.  

From the Archive Group. 

Historypin 
If you read the Sunday Times magazine on 18 July you may know 

something about Historypin.  Apologies to those who are already 

familiar with it; however, there can’t be too many Upwoodians in 

the know as there are no entries for anywhere in this area.  This is 

a good way to put Upwood on the map. 

Historypin is a free website (www.historypin.com) and has been 

created by ‘We Are What We Do’ in partnership with Google.  The 

idea is to create a map of the world that has pictures and 

information about buildings then and now.  Behind it you have the 

power of the Google Street Map and can search the website by 

place name or time or use street view to compare a building 

through time.   

You can add photos of places, houses etc or text – anything to 

build up a history of a place.  Just simple things like a photo and 

simple text to say ‘Great Aunt Matilda lived here in 1900’.  Anyone 

can add pictures to the website.  You can add a picture for 

anywhere; so if, for example, you have photos of Coventry during 

the war you can put those on.  The website was launched a couple 

of months ago.  With Google backing it the website is not going to 

run out of space or suffer any of the other fates that befall 

websites.  This may well be Google trying to get back in favour 

after taking photos of everyone’s house but if you have an interest 

in social history or just in the places you are personally associated 

with this could be very interesting.  You can add things or just 

look! 

Please don’t stop adding/giving the Archive Group (www.ccan.co.uk) 
photos for the website but do think about adding things to 

Historypin as well.  CCAN has much more local detail. 
Bats in the Belfry   
In early September, there is going to be a talk by “Natural England” 

about bats, their way of living, how to protect them and ourselves, 

how to re-house them and much more. There are so many different 

species! We will be able to hear them and they will bring some to show 

us. 

This is the “Natural England” motto: 
We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to 
enjoy, where wildlife is protected and England’s traditional 
landscapes are safeguarded for future generations. 
I will let you know the date for that evening by posters. 
Quite a few people from the village are interested already with this talk 
so let’s spread the word! 
This will happen in St Peter Church 8pm and the date will be revealed 
on posters.  I will put one in the pub for anyone interested. 

 

Brought to Book 
If you love reading but struggle to get to your local library because of health or mobility 
problems - or even just not enough time - help is available. You can be matched with a 
friendly volunteer from Cambridgeshire Libraries Doorstep Service who will visit you 
once a month with a supply of the kind of books that you enjoy.  To find out more about 
getting this amazing free service or becoming a volunteer for it, contact Anne Evans, 

http://www.ccan.co.uk/
http://www.historypin.com/
mailto:01487812195/annemarie.upwood@virgin.net


 

 

the co-ordinator, by phoning 01480 375023, or, if you are computer literate, e-mail her 
on anna.evans@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  
 

Ramsey Rural Museum. 
The usual openings during the season will be on Thursdays from 10.00 am and Sunday 

afternoons.The Museum is totally managed and run by volunteers.  New volunteers are always 

welcome and any skills can be used.  Much of the work is carried out on Thursday and, if you 

are interested in supporting this interesting local museum, why not come along and talk to those 

carrying out the various tasks. 

For further information on visits, the events or becoming a volunteer contact Michael Latcham 

(01354 694241) or m.r.latcham@btinternet.com).  For a local contact Ian Gaunt (01487 

710702) 
 

 Neighbourhood Watch Update 
This worthy scheme is being re-awakened by Sally Davies the Crime 
Reduction and Community Engagement Manager -Tel:01480 415512 
or e-mail sally.davies@cambs.pnn.police.uk. Interested? 

FUN FRIENDSHIP AND FOOD  55+ 
Our Annual Flower Competition took place in June with several categories to be 

judged.  Members brought along some wonderful arrangements. These were judged 

by a surprise guest, a very talented flower arranger, Mrs Jean Whitwell. She thought 

that the standard was very high and thanked all those who participated. On Sunday 4
th

 

July we sat in Josie and Ian’s beautiful garden and enjoyed a strawberry tea with 

scones and shortbread too. A lot of friends were brought together on a really hot 

afternoon and thoroughly enjoyed themselves. On 13
th

 July we had a very interesting 

slide show and talk from Mrs Ann Doody who described the landscapes of Derbyshire 

in general but then showed and talked about the annual “well dressing”. None of us 

realised exactly how much intricate work was involved using clay, tiny flower petals 

and other natural items. A truly interesting afternoon. On 10
th

 August we are off on a 

coach to Harlexton manor. We are stopping off first for a break, lunch and no doubt 

some shopping at Downtown Retail Shopping Centre.   We are always hoping to 

welcome new members so please try to join us for a very interesting afternoon starting 

at 2.30 pm on the second Tuesday of every month except January. Contact Chris 

Bruce on 812327 for any more information. 
 

Thank you 

The Upwood & The Raveleys fete Committee would like to send a special 

thank you everyone who helped before, during and after this year’s fete. 

Without the many kind folk who help we would never manage and we are 

eternally grateful. THANK YOU EVERYONE. 

 

Upwood Art Group 

There will be an Open Art Show at the Ramsey Rural Museum on Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th 

August hosted by the Art Group and the Rural Museum. The variety of work is always 

amazing. Last year there were 138 paintings covering a wide range of subjects and styles. There 

is always a member of the Art Group present who can answer any queries about the works, or 

Upwood Art Group membership, and give catalogues of the works on display. Do pay a visit, it 

is well worth it. 

In August we will be going to the Summer Exhibition at the Royal Academy - an outing that 

really gets members talking as the works are so very varied and thought provoking. 

Another date to note is the UAG Art Show in the Village Hall on Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th  

November.  Painters and sculptors should put a note in their diaries. Everyone is eligible to 

display their work and full details will be in the next newsletter. . The Group meets on 

Saturdays at 10am in the Village Hall - it’s a friendly fun group and visitors are always 

welcome.  In good weather we sometimes paint outdoors and the venue is posted on the Hall 

door. Want to know more, call Frances on 711411. 
 

Table Tennis Club  
Twenty six members and guests enjoyed a day out at Hunstanton in June and after a cool start 

played the usual silly games on the beach. Brenda Coakley won the sand sculpture competition 

with her reclining mermaid upon which she added the finishing touches with cherries!  

After many games of rounders we had a fish and chip lunch and completed our beach activities 

with a “tug of war“. Minor drama on our coach ride home when an enormous bang turned out 

to be a puncture. This resulted in a slower ride back to Upwood.. 

Anyone wishing to know more about the Club contact David Williams on 812923  
 

 
 

RAF UPWOOD - 1940s WEEKEND 
There can’t be many people within the county who don’t know about the great 

1940s Week Ends at RAF Upwood. Lots of stalls, lots of interesting displays even 

a flying display.  Every year there is something different to interest young and 

old. And-if you would like to join the organising team you would be most welcome. 

They are a dedicated small group who do a great job every year. 
 

Don’t Forget the WEA Course 

The WEA offers first class courses with a very wide range of topics, open to 

everyone with concessions available for unwaged and their dependants - it’s NOT 

a club, there is no joining fee- just come along and enjoy stretching your mind, 

exercising your imagination and meeting people.  

New courses - dates for your diary:- all in the Village Hall - 

Autumn Term-”A thousand years of literature” with Fiona Lucraft. Wednesdays 

from 10.30 to noon starting 22nd 

 September - £48 for 10 weeks 

Spring Term- “Curios and Collectables” with Peter Edwards 

mailto:sally.davies@cambs.pnn.police.uk
mailto:m.r.latcham@btinternet.com
mailto:anna.evans@cambridgeshire.gov.uk


 

 

 10 to noon starting 2nd February 2011 £48 for 8 weeks. 

Summer term- “Two World Wars” with Stephen Corley, Starts 

 Wednesday 27th April, 8pm to 10pm £38 for 6 weeks. 
 

For more information contact the Secretary - Liz Carter on 813008 or e-mail her at 

liz@backtracks.biz .  

 

Free to a collector…… 

One small elderly Duncan kiln in good working order. Assorted accessories 

included. Easy to move. Just call Frances on 711411 

 
 

Would you be interested in joining a allotment group?   The main aim would be to 

swop surplus plants, consider bulk buying of seeds, exchange news and growing tips 

plus joining the National Society for Allotment and Leisure Gardeners (NASLG) and 

provide a contact point with the local Parish Council. 

          If you are interested in joining -  contact 

 

  LIZ CARTER or    ALISON MILES 

liz@backtracks.biz   amiles@gotadsl.co.uk 

(01487) 813008   07824682872 

 

Upwood & The Raveleys Fete 
This year was the tenth fete that the present committee organised and as usual the 

weather played tricks and caused problems. None of us can remember a Friday pre-

Fete when it didn’t rain and this year was no exception. On Saturday morning a gale 

blew two marquees away, destroying one completely. Thanks to a lot of hard work by 

committee members and helpers repairs were made and all was ready for the stall 

holders when they arrived.  

Unfortunately Lord Mawhinney was unable to attend this year but he sent his best 

wishes. There were interesting stalls, a terrific pet show and Heartsease appeared for 

the tenth year demonstrating country dancing. For the first time there was a childrens’ 

art competition with two of the winners being Upwood school pupils. The gate was 

down a little on last year which wasn’t really surprising as it was FREEZING cold. 

Thanks to everyone who attended and the stall holders for all their help. The 

committee is already working on next year’s event. 

The Committee AGM will be held on Monday 6
th

 September in the Village Hall. New 

committee members are desperately needed so if you are interested please come 

along, find out what is involved, and hopefully join us. 

If you would like a stall next year, or know somebody who might, or have an idea for 

a game, stall or entertainment for 2011 please call Francis on 711411 and give us 

details.  Thank you.  

Ramsey and District Horticultural Society (The Garden Club) 
Our latest activity was the Annual Show at the Ramsey Rural Museum on Saturday 24 

July.  As well as the benefit of the excellent site we were blessed with wonderful 

weather.  There were a larger number of both entrants and entries than for several 

years.  All of this made for an excellent and enjoyable show.   

In addition to the entrants a large number of the public attended making it a pleasant 

community event. 

Our next meeting will be on 20 September at 7.30 in the Rainbow Resource Centre in 

Ramsey.  It will be a talk entitled “Colour all year” by Geoff Hodge. 

Visitors are welcome to our meetings which are friendly and relaxed.  Membership is 

£12 for an individual or £20 for a family membership.  The membership year starts 

from our Annual General Meeting in October. 

If you would like more information please contact Ian Gaunt (01487 710702, 

ian.gaunt@care4free.net).  

 

BOOK THIS DATE 

Food Fair in the Village Hall on November 21
st

.  Watch this space for more details or 

contact Josie Gaunt (01487 710702; ian.gaunt@care4free.net) 

 

 

HOME TO HOME 

In May members heard all about progress on the Great Fen Project and plans for the 

future. It was an interesting talk covering the present situation and the proposed future 

expansion of the area being worked upon and the importance of conservation in the 

area as a whole. 

The evening meeting in June was spent with Mr & Mrs McPherson at Ramsey St 

Mary’s and was a sheer delight. Mr McPherson told us about the alpacas which he 

keeps, their likes and dislikes and what they eat. He explained that in South America 

they are used as pack animals, for wool and for meat but in England they are kept 

only for their wool which is beautifully soft and comes in a variety of colours. We 

were allowed to hand feed them, getting close enough to admire their amazing eye 

lashes and beautiful eyes. We enjoyed the antics of the young ones who leap around 

like lambs. Our thanks to Patty and her husband Robin , it was a lovely evening and 

the tea and cakes were super.  
All meetings start in the Village Hall at 8 pm. (except the AGM) 

Membership for the year is £10.00.  Or, if you’d like to come along to any of our open meetings 

during 2010/11, the entrance fee is £2.00, which includes refreshments. 

mailto:ian.gaunt@care4free.net
mailto:liz@backtracks.biz


 

 

More info from Josie Gaunt on 710702 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Saturday 7

th
 August Meet and Munch Tea in Village Hall 

    Upwood Art Group show in Rural Museum 

Sunday 8
th

 August Upwood Art Group show in Rural Museum 

Tuesday 10
th

 August 55Plus outing to Harlaxton Manor and Downtown 

Wednesday 18
th

 August History Group meeting 

Friday 27
th

 August Greek meze evening in the Cross Keys 

Saturday 4
th

 September Meet and Munch Tea in Village Hall 

Saturday 11
th

 September “Music from the Movies” in Upwood Village Hall 

Sunday 12
th

 September Harvest Song and Praise at St.Peter’s Church 

Friday 17
th

 September Golf Society meets at Lakeside Lodge, Pidley 

Wednesday 22
nd

 September  WEA course “A thousand years of Literature” 

Friday 24
th

 September  School Dinners at the Cross Keys 

Saturday 25
th

 September “Morris - a life with bells on” in Village Hall 

Friday 1
st
 October “Classical Connections” at Ramsey Community Centre 

Friday 22
nd

 October Winter Warmer evening at the Cross Keys 

Friday 19
th

 November French Night at the Cross Keys 

Sunday 21
st
 November Food Fair in the Village hall 

Saturday 27
th

 November Upwood Art Group show in Upwood Village Hall 

 

In Upwood 

Although I have lived longer in our house than in any other in my life I 

know that I am probably still a “new comer” to some local people. After 

nearly twenty years I have grown to love living here, the friends we have 

made, the activities in the village, the pub and the general feeling of 

settled peace and quiet. I enjoy the countryside around and have an 

enormous source of subjects to paint and draw. We have some great 

walks very close to Upwood and conservation areas on our doorstep.  

As a young person I thought that anyone who lived more than 15 miles 

from Marble Arch wasn’t really living. Now the thought of being in the 

noise and confusion of London is pretty horrifying. This is a lovely place 

to live in and hopefully it will stay that way….small, individual and 

comfortable……which is why the idea of travellers sites in the village 

seems such a bad HDC plan. If you feel as I do and object to the plan, and 

haven’t yet written to the Council, please do so. It would be a pity to spoil 

such a nice easy going friendly village.  Frances Ashfield. 

JAMES (JIM) RIGNALL 

7th December 1934 - 4th July 2010 
Jim was the only child of Herbert and Mercy Rignall. The 
Rignalls had been blacksmiths in Warboys for two 
generations, indeed Forge Way in Warboys is where the 
business once was, opposite their home. 
Jim was educated at Warboys school and then attended 
Ramsey Abbey Grammar School. Leaving school he joined 
Permanex, a company on Upwood airfield - which fostered 
Jim’s interest in aeroplanes and aviation.  
National Service saw Jim in the RAF specialising in Signals 
and Radar. While posted to Hong Kong he met for the 
first time his uncle Henry who was in the Royal Navy. 
Such was the appeal of Hong Kong that Jim considered 
returning there after his National Service  to join the 
police force.  
However he cam back to England and, demobbed, joined 
Huntingdonshire Council in the “Weights and Measures” 
department. At that time, 1960, Jim also met Pauline in 
a pub. They were soon “going steady” and in March 1961 
they were married in Trinity Church, Huntingdon. Initially 
the couple lived in Godmanchester before Jim joined the 
local Council and they moved to Warboys. 
Twelve years later they moved to Upwood where they 
settled into village life. Jim’s public spirit led him to join  
Upwood Parish Council, serving eight years as Chairman. 
His fellow councillors remember him for his deliberate 
speech and his dry humour which oft times enlivened 
council meetings.  



 

 

Jim’s career was wide ranging. Civil Defence, Atcost in St 
Ives, Youth Employment in Huntingdon, Photo-Precision, 
and finally Huntingdonshire District Council where he 
finished his working life in Pest Control. 
Jim loved gliding, gaining Bronze and Silver medals. He 
felt obliged once to land on Broughton cricket field, an 
event that was one of many anecdotes of his life that 
listeners always enjoyed.  
Jim was a good keyboard player, both piano and electric 
organ. He was a member of the Royal British Legion, a 
Mason  and an avid reader. 
Seven years ago Jim had a heart attack, from which he 
recovered. But a heart infection struck him and after 
eight weeks in intensive care sadly, Jim died.  
Our thoughts are with Pauline. We will all miss Jim. 
 

Upwood Pantomime Society  

Chorus Auditions - Panto 2011  
 

7.30pm on Thursday 2nd  September at Upwood Village Hall 
 

Further information is available on the pantomime pages of the village 

website:  www.upwood.org 
 

For further information please contact:  

Martin Muir (Director) on 711455 or Doug McLeod (Producer) on 814114 

 

 

Martin Muir (Director): 711455 or Doug McLeod (Producer): 814114 
Upwood Pantomime Society  

Panto 2011 Auditions 

for main parts (not chorus) 
7.30pm on Thursday 1st  July at Upwood Village Hall 
Full information, including cast list & audition scripts,  is available to 

download from the pantomime pages of the village website:  

www.upwood.org 
For further information please contact:  

Martin Muir (Director): 711455 or Doug McLeod (Producer): 814114 

Chorus Auditions: Thurs 2nd  September 
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